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The Experience of South Korea in the Professional 
Development of Teachers and the Possibility of Benefiting from 

it in the State of Kuwait 

Abstract: 
 Professional development aims to preserve the competence of 
individuals, and to provide them with new skills that help them improve their 
performance. In South Korea, primary school teachers must participate in 
professional development activities. The government requires at least 20 hours 
of professional development for every teacher every year. However, the 
majority of teachers attend between 40 to 60 hours of professional 
development activities to keep up with new developments in their areas of 
expertise. Education departments encourage Korean teachers to share their 
ideas and support each other. More experienced teachers are working to 
provide lesson plans and classroom activities to less experienced teachers 
every week in primary schools. Teachers are exchanged between primary 
schools every 5 years, so teachers do not stay in the same school throughout 
their careers. This helps in providing equal educational opportunities for both 
students and teachers, regardless of the socio-economic status of the 
community in which the school is located.  
 The State of Kuwait seeks to develop a professional development 
system for teachers, benefiting from the experiences of many countries. The 
experience of the Republic of South Korea is based on these experiences that 
the State of can benefit from in developing the professional development 
system for teachers. 
Key Words: (Professional development - South Korea – Kuwait). 
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