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Educational Costs Per Student
Tharwat Habib Ph.D.

Significance of the research :

Whatever the ouwtcomes achieved by education, still its eosts must
be taken considerably. The costs can be taken as an adequate indi-
cation showing the importance of the educational inputs.

Studying the educational costs is one of the most important aspe-
cts which the Economics of Education is highly interested in. - This
is due to the increasing rates of costs of education in different countries.
Although the matter of costs lies in the focus of interest of most econo-
mists and businessmen, yet those who ate responsible for education
must themselves study the question of educational costs as well in an
attempt to make the best use of the available resources.

Problem of the research :
The problem of the research in hand is embeded in the following

set of questions :

1 — What are the currently-in-use techniques of calculating the
costs of education ?

2 — How can the cost - per - student be calculated ? -
3 — How can the loss be reduced ?
Procedures of the research :

The procedures of the research are limited to studying the follo-
wing aspects :

1 — The concept of costs

2 — Aims of calculating the costs
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3 — Aspects of actual- costs of education
4 — Course of studying the costs
5 — Techniques of calculating the costs

6 — Calculating the costs per student at the General
Secondary: Stage

7 — Results and recommendations

Results of the study and recommendations :

The results of this study show that there is a considerable incre-
ase in the costs per student at the General Secondary. Stage. This
increase is found due to students’ failure and school leave.,The fo]low
up of this phenomenon from 1978 to 1980 shows. that there is an
increase in the number of years a student spends at the secondary
stage; rate of increase is 1.8 years. Instead of spending. 3. scholastic
years at the secondary stage, a student spends 4.8 scholastic yearys.
This dnevitably increases the cost per student and consequently
increases the total costs of education.

Varied' techniques can be conducted for reducing the loss in
educational costs. Some of these are relevant to the development of
curricula and teaching methods, some others are relevant to the tea-
chers’ preparation; the design of textbooks, the: tests, and the school
building.
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