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Elementary School Teachers’ Awareness of Role
Identity as a Means to Measure Teacher’s

Professional Identity

Abstract

This study aimed to identify teachers’ level of awareness
regarding their role identity as a means to measure teacher’s
professional identity and the influence of teachers’ professional
preparation and years of teaching experience on their level of -
awareness regarding their professional identity. Teachers’ role identity
was measured in three main domains: (a) teaching and students’
needs, (b) work and school relationships, and (c) personal and
professional development. A total of 1570 elementary school teachers
participated in this study from 24 elementary public schools. To
.measure teachers’ level of awareness regarding their role identity, a
survey consisting of 19 items was adopted and employed as the major
instrument. Statistical methods were used to analyze the data. Results
showed that: (1) teachers have an adequate level of awareness of their
role identity in all three domains; (2) teachers with degrees in
education have significantly higher levels of awareness regarding their
role identity than those without such degrees; and (3) a moderate
positive relationship exists between level of awareness and years of
teaching experience. Discussions, recommendations, and implications
for future research were included at the end of study.

Keywords: identity, teacher’s professional identity, teaching
profession
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