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Intensity of autistic behavior according to age and
gender in individuals with autism

Abstract:

The present study aims at identifying the profile of autistic behavior
in children with autism, and the differences between 42 boys and girls from
Jeddah aged 4- 7, and 8- 11 years old in autistic behavior dimensions using
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the scale for autistic behavior. Descriptive method was used, and the results
revealed that the five dimensions of autistic behavior i.e social interaction,
verbal communication, nonverbal communication, sensory characteris- tics,
and stereotyped behaviors varied in disorder intensity with younger
children more disordered than older children in verbal communication,
sensory characteristics, and stereotyped behaviors. No statistically
differences were found between them in social interaction, and nonverbal
communication. It was appeared that girls were more disordered than boys
in social interaction, nonverbal communication, and sensory characteris-
tics, whereas boys were more disordered than girls in verbal
communication. No statistically differences were found between them in
stereotyped behaviors.

Keywords: autistic behavior , autism , age, gender.
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